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Press release by the Kachin Women’s Association Thailand (KWAT) 

 

New KWAT report: climate of impunity fuels military rape in northern Burma 

“Justice Held Hostage”, a new report by the Kachin Women’s Association Thailand (KWAT), 

documents ongoing shelling, shooting, arbitrary arrest and torture of civilians by the military 

regime’s troops in northern Burma during the past five months, and exposes how a climate of 

impunity is fueling military rape.  

Detailed analysis and maps by KWAT show how civilians are being deliberately targeted for 

collective punishment by regime troops in retaliation for resistance attacks. Burma Army shelling 

and gunfire have killed twelve civilians and injured thirty – half of them women -- in Kachin State 

and Muse District of northern Shan State between June and October 2021.  

KWAT has documented the arbitrary arrest of 77 people during the past five months. Some were 

severely tortured, including to death, and some used as human shields and minesweepers, 

including two farmers injured by a landmine while forced to walk in front of troops at night in 

Hpakant.  

Analysis of two recent rape cases reveals clear confidence of impunity by the military perpetrators, 

who committed the crimes in broad daylight, near their camps. The state media’s reporting of the 

rape-murder of a 58-year-old woman by three ID 88 troops in Momauk in July – which made no 

mention of rape and insinuated the murder victim was to blame for “arguing” with the soldiers – 

shows ongoing shielding of military rapists at the highest levels.  

Escalated conflict and targeting of civilians by regime forces have displaced over 14,000 villagers 

in Kachin State and Muse District since the coup, adding to over 100,000 existing IDPs. The 

regime has been impeding food aid delivery to new IDPs in Muse, who are blocked from seeking 

shelter across the Chinese border by high security fencing, newly reinforced by the Chinese 

authorities.  

KWAT reiterates demands for concerted international pressure on Burma’s military regime to 

withdraw its troops nationwide and step down from power, so that a new federal democratic 

constitution can be adopted to bring an end to the decades-long civil war.  

We urge the international community to cut all forms of diplomatic, economic and military support 

to the regime, and impose economic sanctions on the Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise, which is 

providing huge revenues to the regime for arms purchases. We also call urgently for increased 

cross-border humanitarian aid to IDPs in northern Burma.  
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Please download full report on https://kachinwomen.com/1474-2/ 
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