October 28, 2009

President Hu Jintao

People’s Republic of China
Zhongnanhai, Xichengqu, Beijing City
People’s Republic of China

Dear President Hu,

We, the Shwe Gas Movement from Burma and organizations listed below, are writing to express our grave
concerns of China’s planned construction of natural gas and oil pipelines from western Burma to the Yunnan
Province of China. The project will pose serious risks both to the people of Burma and regional security as well
as financial and image risks to China. Therefore we are calling for the project to be suspended unless these
risks can be mitigated.

The China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) holds a 50.9% stake in partnership with the Myanmar Oil
and Gas Enterprise (MOGE) in dual oil and gas pipelines planned from western Burma’s Arakan State to China’s
Yunnan Province. CNPC will also manage the projects, which will cut directly though central Burma and affect
thousands of communities. Construction on the pipelines was set to begin in September 2009.

We understand and support the fact that China has increasing energy needs in order to support the
development of your country and its people. However, we believe that in order to nurture a relationship based
on regional stability and development that will benefit the people of the two countries, urgent measures are
required.

We are gravely concerned for the thousands communities living along the planned 980 km pipeline corridor.
Based on experiences in Burma, partnerships with the MOGE on infra-structure development projects
invariably leads to forced displacement, forced labour and loss of livelihoods. The escalation of abuses around
a project when Burma army soldiers provide security is well documented by UN agencies and NGOs.

In the 1990s, the Yadana gas project was developed by TOTAL of France and UNOCAL Corporation of the
United States of America. The project directly resulted in forced labour, land confiscation, displacement, rape,
and killings. TOTAL and UNOCAL were subsequently sued in French and US courts, respectively, for what
amounted to their involvement in the human rights abuses, and each case was settled out of court. These
same questions of complicity, aiding and abetting, and otherwise exacerbating the human rights situation in
Burma are raised again by the Trans-Burma pipeline project and directed at CNPC under your government’s
policy and administration.

There are already reports of human rights violations in Arakan state connected to the project’s exploration
phase, including arrests and beatings of fishermen, and abuses will escalate as the project progresses.

Conflicts have already surfaced in Burma, in response to oil and gas exploration by a Chinese corporation in
partnership with Burma’s MOGE. The China National Offshore Qil Corporation (CNOOC) Ltd conducted
explorations in western Burma’s onshore block M between 2005-2007, which led to land confiscation,
environmental degradation and loss of livelihoods. The local community were neither consulted nor informed
of the project. Following two years of abuse in relation to the project, members of the local community
destroyed the local CNOOC camp in Yenantaung village in Kyauk Phyu Township, Arakan State. Burma’s regime
has repeatedly proven that is incapable of creating a situation on the ground in which the peoples’ basic rights
are protected and stability is ensured.

The 2007 uprising in Burma was ignited by sudden massive increases in fuel prices, which made peoples’ living
costs so high that they responded by public protests and global attention to the subsequent crackdown by the
Burma Army.

This oil and gas pipeline project would, if it goes ahead, create a conjuncture in which on one hand Chinese
corporations and the partnering Burma army operating on the ground will be responsible for rights abuses and
uprooting livelihoods and on the other hand exporting vast amounts of oil and gas to China while the



electricity consumption per capita in Burma is less than 5% of the Chinese people. This is a dangerous
combination which could further fuel serious conflicts and anti-Chinese sentiment in Burma.

The recent attacks by the Burma army on the ethnic Chinese Kokang are predicted to further destabilize the
country, and areas affecting the pipeline construction. The regime is through its mismanagement, the main
destabilizing factor in Burma.

We welcome China’s efforts in supporting the UN to facilitate tri-partite negotiations in Burma for sustainable
national reconciliation, development and democracy. We also believe that this is the sustainable path for
Burma to become a stable neighbour and partner in future cooperation.

We therefore urge you to take pro-active measures in the case of Burma and this pipeline project, to prevent a
human and environmental disaster from taking place, by:

1. suspending the construction of the natural gas and oil pipelines until these impending risks can be
mitigated;

2. ensuring that Chinese corporations operating overseas follow Chinese laws as well as international laws and
guidelines to which China or its corporations are signatories;

3. following through on your earlier efforts to realize substantive tri-partite negotiations in Burma as a
sustainable path to national reconciliation, development, democracy promoting regional stability.

We thank you in advance for your attention on this urgent matter, and we warmly welcome a response from
your administration.

Yours sincerely,

Shwe Gas Movement

All Arakan Students’ and Youths’ Congress,
Arakan Oil Watch,

SGM India

SGM Bangladesh

Forum for Democracy Burma (FDB)

*All Burma Federation of Student Unions (Foreign Affair Committee) (ABFSU - FAC)
eAll Burma Students' Democratic Front (ABSDF)

eBurmese Women's Union (BWU)

eDemocratic Party for a New Society (DPNS)

eNetwork for Democracy and Development (NDD)

ePeople's Defence Force (PDF)

eYaung Chi Oo Workers Association (YCOWA)

Ethnic Nationalities Council ( ENC)
National Council of the Union of Burma (NCUB-Burma Office — Europe)

Women League for Burma (WLB)

Burmese Women’s Union (BWU)

Kachin Women’s Association-Thailand (KWAT)
Karen Women Organization (KWO)

Karenni National Women’s Organization (KNOW)
Kuki Women’s Human Rights Organization (KWHRO)
Lahu Women'’s Organization (LWO)



Palaung Women'’s Organization (PWO)

Pa-O Women'’s Union (PWU)

Rakhaing Women’s Union (RWU)

Shan Women’s Action Network (SWAN)

Tavoy Women’s Union (TWU)

Women'’s Rights and Welfare Association of Burma (WRWAB)
Women'’s League of Chinland

Student and Youth Congress of Burma(SYCB)

All Arakan Students’ and Youths’ Congress (AASYC)

All Burma Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF)

All Burma Students League (ABSL)

All Kachin Student and Youth Union (AKSYU)

Arakan League for Democracy — (ALD-Youth Wing Exile)
Democratic Party for a New Society — Youth (DPNS- Youth)
Karen Youth Organization (KYO)

Kayan New Generation Youth (KNGY)

Kuki Students Democratic Font (KSDF)

Mon Youth Progressive Organization (MYPO)

National League for Democracy - Liberated Area, Youth (NLD- LA, Youth)
Naga National League for Democracy — Youth (NNLD —Youth)
Pa-0 Youth Organization (PYO)

Tavoyan Youth Organization (TYO)

Ta’ang Students and Youth Organization (TSYO)

Zomi Students and Youth Organiztion (ZSYO)

Nationalities Youth Forum (NY Forum)

eAll Arakan Student and Youth Congress (AASYC)
¢All Kachin Student and Youth Union (AKSYU)
eKayan New Generation Youths (KNGY)

eTa’ang Students and Youth Organization (TSYO)
*Pa-0 Youth Organization (PYO)

eKaren Youth Organization (KYO)

eKarenni Students Union (KSU)

*Chin Students Union (CSU)

eKarenni National Youth Organization (KNYO)
eArakan Youth Network Group (AYNG)

eMon Unity League (MUL)

eUnited Lahu Youth Organization (ULYO)

Burma Rivers Network (BRN)

All Arakan Students' and Youths' Congress (AASYC) Kachin Development Networking Group (KDNG)
Karenni Development Research Group (KDRG)

Karen Rivers Watch (KRW)

Kuki Student Democratic Front (KSDF)

Kayan Youth Network Group (KYNG)

Lahu National Development Organization (LNDO)

Mon Youth Progressive Organization (MYPO)

Shan Sapawa Environmental Organization (SAPAWA) Ta-ang Students and Youths Organisation (TSYO)
The Network for Education and Empowerment Development( NEED)

Ethnic Community Development Forum

Kachin Development Networking Group



Karen Office of Relief and Development
Karenni Social Welfare and Development Centre
Network for Chin Community Development

All Arakan Students' and Youths' Congress

Shan Relief and Development Committee

Mon Relief and Development Committee

Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP)

Arakan league for Democracy (Exile) Japan

Arakan Rakhaita Group

Arakan Liberation Party

Association of Protection of Children Refugee in Burma (APCR-Burma)
Burma Lawyer Council ( BLC)

Burma Information Team

Burma Lushei Union (BLU)

Burmese Community Resource Center

Burmese Community Resource Center(BCRC)

Chin Youth Conference

Chin Youth Association (CYA),

Chin Women Organization

Chin Human Rights Organization ( CHRO)

FTUB-WB Federation of Trade Unions- Burma( Western Region)
Falam Women Development Society (FWDS)

Human Rights Education Institute of Burma (HREIB)

Human Rights Foundation of Monland (HURFOM)

Mara Thylia Py (MTP)

Network for Environment and Economic Development Burma ( NEED-Burma)
The Naga Peoples Movement for Human Rights (NPMHR)
Patriotic War Veterans of Burma ( PWVB)

Zomi Women Union

Zannit Youth Organization

Burma Democratic Concern (BDC)

National League for Democracy- (NLD- LA, UK)

Burma Muslim Association, UK

Earth Rights International (USA/Thailand)
Asia Catalyst (U.S.A)

Project Maje, Portland Oregon (U.S.A)

Friends of Burma (Malaysia)
Alternative Asean Network on Burma —

Altsean-Burma (Thailand )
Friends of Burma (Chiang Mai, Thailand)
Thai Free Burma/Peace for Burma (Thailand)
Palangthai ( Thailand)

Cambodian Volunteers for Society (CVS) (Cambodia)
Burma Campaign Australia (BCA) ( Australia)
Burma Centre Dehli ( India)
Association for Protection of

Democracy Rights (APDR), Central Committee (Kolkata, India)
India Action Network (India)
Canadian Friends of Burma ( CFOB) (Canada)
Burma Centre (Prague) (Chez Republic)

Actions Birmanie (Belgium)



Burma Campaign Korea

Korean House for International
Solidarity (KHIS)

New Zealand Burma Support
Norwegians Burma Committee
Swedish Burma Committee

Free Burma Coalition

FIDH

( International Federation for Human Rights)
Hong Kong Coalition for a Free Burma
Burma Action

Burma Campaign

(South Korea)

(South Korea)
(New Zealand)
(Norway)
(Sweden)
(Philippine)
(France)

(Hong Kong)
(Ireland)
(UK)

The Shwe Gas Movement (SGM) is a coalition from Burma with four core members including All Arakan
Students and Youth Congress, Arakan Oil Watch, SGM India and SGM Bangladesh, coordinated through a
liaison office and global@shwe.org. Read www.shwe.org for more information.




